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EDITORSô NOTE 

Talofa lava and warm greetings !  This is the last edition of the Legislative Drafting 

Division (ñLDDò) newsletter for 2014 (Vol.7, Issue 4) which covers an update of all 

the events from October to December 2014.  The events include Bills passed by Par-

liament and workshops attended by members of the LDD.  

The last quarter of this year has certainly been busy and eventful for the LDD and you 

will see that in the details to follow. On that note, may our good Lord guide and keep 

you all safe this festive season!   

ñMERRY XMAS & A  PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!!ò  

        Steffany Meredith (Editor) 

Members of the Legislative Drafting Division who took 1st place for the 

competition  held on the 12th December 2014. (Full report on page 11) 
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1. Parliament Update 

2. Bills with Select Committee 

3. Acts passed by Parliament 

4. Subsidiary Legislation 

5. Summary of Acts 
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6. Tuna Commission 

7. PILON Meeting 

8. Samoa Convention on the 

Rights of a Child training 

9. National Development work-

shop for cultural Industries in 

Samoa 

10. Automatic exchange of finan-

cial account information training 

11. Legal research training 

12. LDD Induction training 
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13. PDLD 

14. Consolidation project & team 

building activity 

15. Farewells 

16. Graduation 

17. End of year prayer service 

17. OAG Christmas decor and 

Carol competition & party 

18. Upcoming Events 

ñDrafting is a very interesting area 

of law, as it involves conceptualis-

ing what the law is and writing it 

down for approval by Parliament. 

Conceptualisation of a draft law by 

the drafter will eventually become 

the intention of Parliament, which 

the court will, in most cases, labour 

to ascertain.ò 

~ Mr Vuetaki-Ledua Rupeni Na-

waqakuta  - Legal Advisor for 

OAG. 



MONTH Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

OCTOBER - 21 - - - 

NOVEMBER - - - - - 

DECEMBER  - 16 - - -  

PARLIAMENTARY SITTINGS IN OCTOBER ñ DECEMBER 2014 

Title/Name of the Act      Date Passed    Date Commenced/Assented 

1. Lawyers and Legal Practice Act 2014    22 October 2014  28 October 2014 

2. Tax Administration Amendment Act 2014   22 October 2014  28 October 2014 

3. International Criminal Court Amendment Act 2014   22 October 2014  18 December 2014 

4. Allied Health Professions Act 2014     22 October 2014  28 October 2014 

5. Medical Practitioners Amendment Act 2014    22 October 2014  28 October 2014 

6. Plumbers Act 2014      22 October 2014  28 October 2014 

7.Commonwealth Youth Games 2015 (sponsorships) Act 2014  

 (passed under Urgency Certificate)     23 October 2014  28 October 2014 

ACT PASSED BY PARLIAMENT FROM OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2014 

PARLIAMENT UPDATE  
 OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2014 SESSIONS 

21 OCTOBER SITTING 

 

Bills completed second reading and referred to Select Com-

mittee (2nd Reading) 

 

§ Public Finance Management Amendment Bill 2014 

§ Community Law Centre Bill 2014 

§ Media Council Bill 2014 

 

 

16 DECEMBER SITTING 

 

Bills introduced to  Parliament (1st Reading) 

§ Citizenship Investment Bill 2014 

§ Ports Authority Amendment Bill 2014 

§ Public Bodies (Performance and Accountability) Amend-

ment Bill 2014 

Bills completed second reading and referred to Select Commit-

tee (2nd Reading) 

§ Supplementary Appropriation Bill (No.1) 2014/2015. 
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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 
(Signed/promulgated by Head of State, Cabinet, Minister, Board or other appropriate authority) 

1. Water Licensing Regulations 2014 ð 14 Jan 2014 

2. General Price Order (No.1) 2014 ð 10 February 2014.  

3. Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration (Fees and Form) Amendment Regulations 2014 ð19 February 2014.  

4. Prisons and Corrections Act 2013 Notice of Commencementð30 April 2014. (Only provisions relating to appointment of the 

Commissioner of  Prisons and Corrections) 

5. General Price Order (2) 2014 ð 15 May 2014. 

6. Ministerial Departmental Arrangement Order 2014 ð 26 May 2014 

7. Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 2014 ð 11 June 2014. 

8. Tobacco Control Amendment Regulations 2014 ð 11 June 2014. 

9. General Price Order (4) 2014ð21 November 2014 

10. Special Price Order (No.1) 2014ð17 October 2014 

11. Special price Order (No.2) 2014ð5 January 2014 



SUMMARY OF ACTS PASSED 
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The Act regulates plumbers and plumbing 

trade and services. It provides for the qualifi-

cations and registration of plumbers including 

disciplinary matters and for the continuation 

of the Plumbers Association of Samoa 

(ñAssociationò). There are 6 parts to the Act: 

 

§ Part 1 deals with Preliminary matters such as the title 

and commencement date, interpretation of terms and 

that the Act will bind the Government. 

§ Part 2 provides for the registration of plumbers. Plumb-

ers are prohibited to carry out plumbing works unless 

they are registered (and hold a certificate of registra-

tion) or hold a certificate of exemption signed by the 

President of the Executive Committee.  

§Part 3 provides for the continuation of the Association as a 

corporate entity incorporated under the Incorporated Socie-

ties Ordinance 1952. The Executive Committee of the As-

sociation is established to act as the executive body of the 

Association which carries out the functions, duties and 

powers of the Executive. 

§ Part 4 and 5 looks at the Disciplinary matters with re-

gards to the investigation and prosecution of complaints 

which are to be heard by a disciplinary tribunal and 

offences and penalties. 

§ Part 6 is miscellaneous providing for Ministerial direc-

tives, services of notices, disputes, regulations and deals 

with other transitional matters.  

The Act commences from and was assented to on 28 Octo-

ber 

PLUMBERS ACT 2014 ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 
 2014 

The Act establishes the Allied Health Profession 

Council to provide for its functions, duties and 

powers to provide for the registration of allied 

health professionals. The Act commenced on 

28 October 2014 and has 5 parts. 

 

§ Part 1 provides for preliminary matters such as 

short title and commencement and interpretation. 

§ Part 2 establishes the Allied Health Profession 

Council as a body corporate and empowers the 

Minister to appoint members of the Council.  

§ Part 3 provides for the registration of allied 

health professionals to which the Council may 

refuse or grant the registration of a person to be a 

qualified allied health professional. 

§ Part 4 and 5 deals with Offences and Miscellane-

ous providing for the Ministries exempted from 

liability, service of documents, regulations, fees 

and forms and other transitional matters.  

 

 

LAWYERS AND LEGAL PRACTICE ACT 
2014 

TAX ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT 
 ACT 2014 

The Act amends the Tax Administration Act 2012 by removing the 

reference to funds obtained under an international agreement under 

section 95(1) of the Income Tax Act 2012 for withholding tax and 

inserts a new section 9A in the Tax Administration Act 2012 with 

regards to information required for court proceedings by the Gov-

ernment. This new provision allows for the Attorney General to 

make a request to the Commissioner to release a document that is 

to be kept a secret when it is required in the proceedings (criminal 

and civil).  The Act commenced on 28 October 2014 

The Act commenced on 28 October 2014.  

The Act repealed and replaced the 

Law Practitioners Act 1976 and 

continues the establishment of the 

Samoa Law Society and its Council 

as a body corporate/legal entity. 

The Act provides for: 

§ a permanent roll and temporary 

roll of barristers and solicitors; 

§  rules and applications for admission as a barrister 

and solicitor setting out general requirement for eli-

gibility (21 years, good character and proper qualifi-

cations); 

§  rules about the practice of law through issuing of 

annual practicing certificates;  

§  rules about solicitors trust accounts and auditing; 

and  

§ disciplinary rules and procedures such as the process 

of complaints and investigations and penalties for 

professional misconduct involving trust accounts. 

The Act commenced and was assented to on 28 October 

2014 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 
AMENDMENT ACT 2014 

The Act amends the International Criminal Court Act 2007 

(ñPrincipal Actò) by domesticating the Kampala Amendments to 

the Rome Statue, which Samoa ratified on September 2012 with 

regards to the crimes of aggression and the weapons amendment. A 

new section 7A was inserted in the Principal Act that deals with the 

crime of aggression. The Kampala Amendments to the Rome Stat-

ute was domesticated and incorporated in the Principal Act by in-

serting a new schedule.  

The Act commenced and was assented to on 18 December 2014. 

 



SUMMARY OF ACTS PASSED contõd... 

COMMONWEALTH YOUTH GAMES  
2015 (SPONSORSHIP) ACT 2014  

 

The Act provides for sponsors (approved by the 

Board)  and tax deductions for sponsors of the Com-

monwealth Youth Games 2015 (ñCYGò) which is to 

be held in Samoa. Under the Act, the sponsors will 

be entitled to tax deductions under the Income Tax 

Act 2012 for the value of their sponsorship of the 

CYG 2015. The income for the  CYG Company is 

also exempted from tax. 

 

The Act commenced  on the 

28th of October 2014. 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS  
AMENDMENT ACT 2014 

The Act amends the Medical Practitioners Act 2007 (ñPrincipal 

Actò) by including registration for applicants who are required 

to undertake short-term medical service. A temporary registra-

tion and a temporary practicing certificate is now provided for 

in the Principal Act.  

§ Section 11 of the Principal Act is amended to provide for a 

person who is qualified to apply for a temporary registra-

tion.  

§ Section 13 of the Principal Act is amended to provide for 

the Council to permit the application of an applicant for 

temporary registration who is to undertake medical service 

for up to 3 months in Samoa, and also to applicants apply-

ing for practical training who are undertaking relevant stud-

ies.  

The Act commenced on 28 October 2014. 
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EVENTS FROM OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2014 

11TH REGULAR SESSION OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
AND MANAGEMENT OF HIGHLY MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS 

The 11th Regular Session of the Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks 

in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC) took place from 1-5 December 2014 at Apia, Samoa. Preparatory 

meetings were held by the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) and WCPFC from for 21-30 November. 

 

The following Members, and Participating Territories attended American Samoa, Australia, Canada, the Peopleôs Re-

public of China, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), the Cook Islands, the European Union 

(EU), the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Fiji, France, French Polynesia, Guam, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, the 

Republic of Korea, the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, , 

Papua New Guinea (PNG), the Philippines, Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Chinese Taipei, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, the 

United States of America (USA), Vanuatu.  

 

As the custodian of the worldôs largest tuna fishery the functions of the Commission are of national and regional socio

-economic importance within the WCPO and the regionôs tuna resource also makes a major contribution to global 

food security. 

 

Some areas addressed during the meeting included: discussion of proposed Port State Measures - inspection-request 

mechanism, the requirement to inspect high risk fishing vessels, guidelines for inspection procedures, port inspector 

training and an inspection report ï a response to the special requirements of SIDS; and the continued application of 

the Conservation and management measure for compliance monitoring scheme.  

 

The following lawyers were nominated from the Attorney Generalôs Office to be a part of the delegation for Samoa: 

Legal Consultant, Constance Tafua-Rivers, Principal State Solicitor, Kalameli Seuseu and State Solicitor, Dominic 

Talouli.  


